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MT Vasudevan Nair : Kaalam (Literature in Translation)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Kaalam (Literature in Translation): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting novel, but awful e-bookBy Carl B. WalkerThis is the first 
e-book I've actually bought for my Kindle, having stuck to Project Gutenberg and Overdrive up until now, and it's 
pretty painful to have by far the worst experience with "e-reading" just when I gave in and shelled out some dough. As 
the other reviewer said, tons of typos. I was already borderline-defeated by the decision not to translate the kinship 
terms (maybe this is my fault, but I didn't find the glossary until I got to the end of the book, as I assumed the very 
abbreviated kinship term list at the front of the book was the whole thing), so it doesn't help when you start reading 
things like "Hrm said" and you're not even entirely certain that it IS a typo at first. Yikes. I sorta feel like I deserve a 
partial refund for this thing; considering that by going the DRM-ified digital route, I'm giving up any chance of getting 
resale value from this thing, this shoddy attempt to digitize this novel is really inexcusable.As for the novel itself, I 
have to say I'm not entirely sure how I feel about it. It's probably worth reading, but definitely not in this format. And I 
think the translation could be better, but I have no way of knowing that to be certain, I suppose! Let's say the book 
itself is three stars, and the e-book aspect of it is 1 star.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The book is 
ok, there are quite a few mistakes.By M. B. SmithI liked this book, and I would recommend it to somebody who is 
looking to read a by an Indian author. There were quite a few typos in the book, which makes it a little tough to follow 
at times.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jorly T JonneyGood Work. Thank you.

Set against the backdrop of a crumbling matrilineal tarawad system of the Nairs in Kerala with its petty rivalries and 
jealousies, its sambandhan system of contractual marriage, its conflicts and problems, and the changes in land 
legislation which sharply erode the feudal order, Kaalam is the story of sethumadhavan Nair who starts out as an 
ambitious and confident adolescentmdash;but in his journey towards adulthood, where material and social success go 
hand in hand, he is faced with an overwhelming sense of disillusionment. The river of Sethu's village, a mute witness 
to every crisis in his life, mirrors this journey, its sensuous beauty transformed to dry sand. MTrsquo;s lyrical prose 
captures the changing moods and seasons of the landscape of his own childhood in a novel that, though not strictly 
autobiographical, shares some of the emotional experiences of the protagonist. In a finesse characteristic of Nair's 
profound, yet minimalist sense of expression, the starkness of reality found in this story is touching and insightful.
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